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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 03413 I3I529Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 ARAE-00 SSO-00 NSCE-00 USIE-00 
INRE-00 SAB-02 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 
/054 W 

I3I530Z 102492/53 

OR 131500ZMAY77 

FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1882 

INFO PANCANAL 

USCINCSO 

UNCLAS PANAMA 3413 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PN 

SUBJECT: TREATY NEGOTIATIONS-MEDIA PLAY ON MAY ROUND 

1. RETURN OF PANAMANIAN NEGOTIATORS ESCOBAR AND ROYO 
TO CONSULT WITH TORRIJOS HAS RECEIVED SPARSE AND 
NONCOMMITTAL COVERAGE. 

2 . 

2. RECESS IN NEGOTIATIONS AND RETURN OF THE TWO 
PANAMANIANS WAS ANNOUNCED FROM WIRE SERVICE REPORT 
OF STATE DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING ON TELEVISION NOON 
NEWSCAST MAY 12. EVENING NEWSCASTS REPEATED SEVERAL 
WIRE SERVICE STORIES TO SAME EFFECT. 

3. MAY 13 MORNING NEWSPAPERS: "ESTRELLA" AND "STAR 
AND HERALD" EACH CARRIED AN AP STORY FRONT-PAGED BUT 
WITHOUT COMMENT. "CRITICA" CARRIED AN EFE STORY ON 
PAGE 2, "MATUTINO" CARRIED EFE STORY, NOT PROMINENTLY, 

ON PAGE 1. NO COMMENT AT ALL RELATING TO NEGOTIATIONS. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 03413 131529Z 

4. PRINCIPAL ITEM IN PRESS THIS MORNING WAS END 
OF GN OPERATION "OH, WHAT FEAR" (SEPTEL). 

5. COMMENT: THE MEDIA ARE WAITING EOR SOMEONE 
TO TELL THAM WHAT TO MAKE OE THE ESCOBAR-ROYO 
RETURN. 
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